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during the greater part of their terms of ser-
vice, "from forty to seventy cents on the dollar
in coin"; that the government had since de-
scribed "the payment of the bondholders in the
same money" as "dishonesty and repudia-
tion"; and that the bondholders did not have
"a claim either in law or equity better than the
men who offered their lives that the nation
might live". The petitioners, therefore, be-
lieved that the government was "honestly and
justly indebted to the soldiers for the difference
between the value of greenbacks and gold at
the time of payment with 6 per cent, interest,
compounded semi-annually", and that Congress
should provide for the payment of such differ-
ences in "a full legal-tender greenback, not to
be fundable into bonds of any rate or class."
Such action, it was declared, would give "im-
mediate and direct relief to one million of the
defenders of our Government in its hour of
trial and danger, and indirectly to forty mil-
lions of American citizens by reason of the
impetus given to all industrial pursuits''.

Congressman Weaver requested that the pe-
tition without the names be read and that it be
referred to the same committee to which his
soldier bill had been referred. He also an-
nounced that "at the proper time" he would
address the House in support of the petitioners.

On December 18, 1879, General Weaver rose